THE EMPIRE OF INDIA
POLITICAL ASPIRATION
How iar is it true that political aspirations have been oo^^Uicave to social and economic reform ? It does not appear from the experience of Europe that the development of social or industrial activities is intimately connected with forms of government. It is necessary, no doubt, that the spirit ol reform should be free to express itself to the world i& exhortation (^criticism. But, granting this much, we cannot concltide*thiat its fke only touches self-governing nations. When, however, as in India, a people has lain a-dream for centuries in its social teabits aaft4 political ideas, and at last awakens to compare itself witti others and seek the causes of its arrest in growth, it can hardly distinguish between domestic and political conditions, and, desiring changes in the one, demands them also in the other. It is towards political changes that Indian leaders have first addressed themselves, since official authority is more easily invaded than the sanctity of caste or the traditions of the home. But they know in their hearts that their political gains must be wholly fruitless unless they are accompanied by social reforms, and they hope, without doubt, that the feelings of patriotism, which they have freely excited in their political campaign, may be turned to arouse a social movement. It is futile to look to political passion as a means of stimulating industrial enterprise. A boycott may serve to annoy others, but it will not give strength to improve oneself. The Bengalis have learnt this by bitter experience : hardly one survives of the native enterprises that were started by hundreds during the recent unrest. But it may legitimately be hoped that the masses of the people will consent to change their methods of life if they are brought to believe that only by change can they lift a reproach from the name of their country.                        0
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